
Guest Speaker: Pastor Dave Patterson
"Upgrade"

This time it's different

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 

“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or 
present are certain to miss the future” 

-John F. Kennedy-

“When you're finished changing, you're finished” 
-Benjamin Franklin-

 “The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on fighting 
the old, but on building the new.” 

-Socrates-



1. Believe that walking in God’s will is a life of continual “upgrades”.
 
[2 Corinthians 3: 18 (Voice)]
Now all of us are being transformed, metamorphosed, into His same image 
from one degree of glory to another, just as the Spirit of the Lord 
accomplishes it.
 
[Revelation 21:5]
Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.”
 
[Isaiah 43:19]
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
(will you miss it?)
 
[2 Corinthians 5:17]
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!
 
2. Identify the paths you are on and admit the areas that need to 
change.
 
[Isaiah 47:7The (VOICE)]
But You were carried away with your power, thinking you would always be 
in charge.You didn’t consider your limits or think about how all this would 
end.

“Change your thoughts and you change your world.” 
-Norman Vincent Peale-

“To improve is to change; to be perfect is to change often.” 
-Winston S. Churchill- 

“This is a new year. A new beginning. And things will change.” 
-Taylor Swift-



 
[Hebrews 13:7]
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.

3. Make a decision that you will change before you have to!
 
“The path to an ‘upgraded life’ always requires change. Don’t be a casualty 
of the changes you are unwilling to make”
 
[Proverbs 27:12 (NLT)]
A prudent (wise) person foresees danger and takes precautions. The 
simpleton (stupid person) goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.
 
[Jeremiah 17:7-10]
7 “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord
    and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.
8 They are like trees planted along a riverbank,
    with roots that reach deep into the water.
Such trees are not bothered by the heat
    or worried by long months of drought.
Their leaves stay green,
    and they never stop producing fruit.
9 “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things,
    and desperately wicked.
    Who really knows how bad it is?
10 But I, the Lord, search all hearts
    and examine secret motives.
I give all people their due rewards,
    according to what their actions deserve.”
 
4. Trust that God is going to empower you to never go back!  “this 
time it’s different”.
  
[Philippians 2:13]

“Direction- not intention—Determines our destination”
-Andy Stanley-



For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose.

 DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. Have you made any New Years resolutions that you would 
like to share?

2. Have you tried to change some aspect of your life in the 
past? How did that work for you?

3. What is the biggest hurdle you face to sustainable change in 
your life?

4. What are some of the lies of your past that haunt you when 
you step out to change an area of your life?

5. If you live your life the same in 2015 as you did in 2014 will 
your life be in a better place? Why or why not?

6. What can you do today to step towards Gods future for you? 
7. God empowers you to step into a better life, a life of change. 

Take some time and pray with each other that you will 
embrace Gods heart for your future.


