
UPGRADE
Part 4: But Even Now I Know

Pastor Tim Bittle

UPGRADE = Making lasting changes that will enable us to live up to our God-
given potential.

[John 11.1-7]
A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his sisters, Mary and 
Martha. This is the Mary who later poured the expensive perfume on the Lord’s 
feet and wiped them with her hair. Her brother, Lazarus, was sick. So the two sis-
ters sent a message to Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.” But 
when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, 
it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of God will receive glory from 
this.” So although Jesus loved Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, he stayed where he 
was for the next two days. Finally, he said to his disciples, “Let’s go back to 
Judea.”

[John 11.17-22]
When Jesus arrived at Bethany, he was told that Lazarus had already been in his 
grave for four days. Bethany was only a few miles down the road from 
Jerusalem, and many of the people had come to console Martha and Mary in 
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their loss. When Martha got word that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him. 
But Mary stayed in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask."

[John 11.32-44]
When Mary arrived and saw Jesus, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if only you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping 
and saw the other people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within him, 
and he was deeply troubled. “Where have you put him?” he asked them. They 
told him, “Lord, come and see.” Then Jesus wept. The people who were standing 
nearby said, “See how much he loved him!” But some said, “This man healed a 
blind man. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” Jesus was still angry as 
he arrived at the tomb, a cave with a stone rolled across its entrance. “Roll the 
stone aside,” Jesus told them. But Martha, the dead man’s sister, protested, 
“Lord, he has been dead for four days. The smell will be terrible.” Jesus respond-
ed, “Didn’t I tell you that you would see God’s glory if you believe?” So they rolled 
the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, thank you for 
hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all these 
people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” Then Jesus shout-
ed, “Lazarus, come out!” And the dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 
in graveclothes, his face wrapped in a headcloth. Jesus told them, “Unwrap him 
and let him go!”

In the delay, greater glory is given to God, and even to me.

[John 11.21-22]
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if only you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask.”

When you have everything, rarely will you find desperation for 
God. Turn your focus to Him, no matter the details.

[John 11.41-42]
 So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Fa-
ther, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the 
sake of all these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me.” 



You can choose to stay in the grave or wait for the promise. 
"God's help (Lazarus) come forth over my situation!"

[1 John 5.14, NIV]
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything ac-
cording to His will, He HEARS US.

[1 John 5.15, NIV]
And since we know HE HEARS US when we make our requests, we also know 
that HE WILL GIVE US what WE ASK for.

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. Are you a punctual person, or do you fall on the other side of 
that? How does that work in your relationships? (Tension? 
Humor? Grace growing? Separate cars? :) )

2. When have you felt frustrated with the Lord's timing? How 
did you respond? At the time, how did that situation affect 
your confession and perspective?

3. What do you (or should you) do, as a believer in Jesus, when 
it seems that the fulfillment of God's promise is intentionally 
delayed? What opportunity has God given to give Him 
greater glory?

4. How do we know we are asking God, in His will?  What are 
some filters that help us figure our prayers out? 

5. Take time to pray for each other and ask for God's will in 
some current situations.  Where there is unity, God brings a 
blessing!


