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Know What Love Is

[1 John 1:1-4]
 We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have 
heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our own 
hands. He is the Word of life. 2 This one who is life itself was revealed to us, and 
we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who 
is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us. 3 We 
proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that you may 
have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 
Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.

[1 John 4:1  The Message]
 My dear friends, don’t believe everything you hear. Carefully weigh and examine 
what people tell you. Not everyone who talks about God comes from God. There 
are a lot of lying preachers loose in the world.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 



[1 John 4:7 & 11]
 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 

Four Greek words for LOVE:

1. Eros = Passionate love 
• This love is based in sensuality, romance and “chemistry”

2. Phileo  = Friendship love 
• This love is based in mutual interest, compatibility and reciprocation

3. Storge = Affectionate love 
• This love is unique to strong family bonds and parental affection. Love that 

exceeds friendship 

4. Agape = Unconditional love , “the God-kind of Love”
• This Love is from God and found only in God

Agape Love 

1. Agape love is unfailing.

[Romans 8:38-39]
 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s (agape) love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor 
our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s (agape) love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the (agape) love of 
God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2. Agape love cannot be earned



[Romans 5:8]
 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

[1 John 3:1]
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! 

3. Agape Love is sacrificial and irreversible.   

[1 John 3:16]
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we 
ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.

 4. Agape :  God is the noun, we are the verb

[1 John 4:8]
Whoever does not love (Agapao)  does not know God, because God is love 
(Agape) .

[1 Corinthians 13:1-3]
 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor 
and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing.

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. What titles of Jesus are most important to you?
2. Do you know what love is? What is your definition of love?
3. Of the four kinds of love which one are you most familiar 

with? Which one is the most difficult to give and which is the 
most difficult to receive?

4. When you come to worship at the weekend services do you 
come to receive love or administer love? What would TFH 



look like if we all came to share Christ love with we each 
other?

5. Share a time when you received unconditional love and how 
it made you feel.

6. As we begin this series on 1 John what are you looking 
forward to? 


