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THE POWER OF CHURCH
Part 1: "The Gathering"


I am glad to be a part of what Jesus is building.


[Matthew 16.18]

"...Upon this rock I will build my church; and all the powers of 
hell shall not prevail against it."

CHURCH; ekklesia = The gathering, the assembly, the 
congregation




USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE
We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 
This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  
While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 
more time laughing than answering the questions.



[Hebrews 10.24-25, AMP]

And let us consider and give attentive, continuous care to 
watching over one another, studying how we may stir up and 
incite one another to love and helpful deeds and noble 
activities, not forsaking or neglecting to assemble 
together [to gather as believers], as is the habit of some 
people, but admonishing [warning, urging, and encouraging] 
one another, and all the more faithfully as you see the day 
approaching.

[Luke 24.49-53]

"I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high."  When he had led them out to the vicinity of 
Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them.  While he 
was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 
heaven.  Then they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy.  And they stayed continually at the 
temple, praising God.

[Acts 2.1]

On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting 
together in one place...and suddenly...

How to Unleash the Power of Church:

1.  Know your identity (in Christ and as a part of His 
Church)






[Acts 10.33]

So I sent for you at once, and it was good of you to come.  
Now we are all here, waiting before God to hear the 
message The Lord has given you.

[2 Chronicles 5.11-14]

And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most 
Holy Place, for all the priests who were present had 
sanctified themselves, without keeping to their divisions, and 
the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and 
Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, 
stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, 
having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with 
them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with 
trumpets--indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters 
and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard 
in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up 
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of 
music, and praised the LORD, saying: "For He is good, for 
His mercy endures forever."  Then a cloud filled the 
LORD's temple.  The priests were unable to carry out their 
duties on account of the cloud because the LORD's glory 
filled God's temple.

We have to guard our hearts against complacency to the 

local church.

2.  Live in ONE ACCORD







[Romans 16.17]

"And now I make one more appeal, my dear brothers and 
sisters.  Watch out for people who cause divisions and upset 
people's faith..."  

[1 Corinthians 1.10]

I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other.  
Let there be no divisions in the church.  Rather, be of one 
mind, united in thought and purpose.

[1 Corinthians 11.17-19]

"It sounds as if more harm than good is done when you meet 
together.  Everyone keeps telling me about the arguing that 
goes on in these meetings, and the divisions developing 
among you."

[Ephesians 4.3]

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace.













DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Have you ever had a bad experience with something that built 

an aversion or mistrust in you (i.e. restaurants, dentists, 
mechanics, etc)?  What about the opposite: something that 
built faith in you for a larger category?  What were the 
results?  How long did that influence your perspective?

2. Is church [attendance] optional for believers in Jesus?  How 
do we weigh out whether it's non-essential to growing in your 
faith? 

3. How would you describe the church that Jesus is coming 
back for?  What does it look like in terms of: unity, influence, 
expectation, etc?

4. Knowing that the power of church is in God through his 
people, what is your part or purpose in it?  What has God put 
passionately on your heart?


