



Pastor Dave Patterson
"Why We Exist"


We will invest our lives to build the local church.  The 

church is a big deal to God and a big deal to us. 
#LocalChurch


We are building a church for the people who are not 
here yet.  We need to be unified around this vision!


TFH Mission Statement: The Father's House exists so 

that people far from God will find life in Christ.

[1 Corinthians 1.10]

I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other.  

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE
We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 
This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  
While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 
more time laughing than answering the questions.



Let there be no divisions in the church.  Rather, be of one 
mind, united in thought and purpose.


We want to be a church that allows people to belong 
first.  Grace says, "You get to belong no matter what 

your condition is."

[Matthew 15.21-28]

Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon.  A Gentile woman who lived there came to him, 
pleading, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David!  For my 
daughter is possessed by a demon that torments her 
severely."  But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word.  
Then his disciples urged him to send her away.  "Tell her to 
go away," they said.  "She is bothering us with all her 
begging."  Then Jesus said to the woman, "I was sent to help 
God's lost sheep--the people of Israel."  But she came and 
worshipped him, pleading again, "Lord help me!"  Jesus 
responded, "It isn't right to take food from the children and 
throw it to the dogs."  She replied, "That's true, Lord, but 
even dogs are allowed to eat the scraps that fall beneath 
their master's table."  "Dear woman," Jesus said to her, "your 
faith is great.  Your request is granted."  And her daughter 
was instantly healed.


Faith and desperation are a powerful combination for 
seeing Jesus in your life.


[Matthew 15.29-31]

Jesus returned to the Sea of Galilee and climbed a hill and 
sat down.  A vast crowd brought him people who were lame, 
blind, crippled, those who couldn't speak, and many others.  



They laid them before Jesus, and he healed them all.  The 
crowd was amazed!  Those who hadn't been able to speak 
were talking, the crippled were made well, the lame were 
walking, and the blind could see again!  And they praised the 
God of Israel.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What are some mission statements that you're familiar with?  

What are some that are part of your life: work, school, family, 
etc?

2. Who are some people in your life that you are praying for that 
need Jesus in a real, tangible way?  What is your hope for 
each of them?

3. If fallen nature makes people want to segregate (build walls), 
how does the word "all-inclusive" fit into the vision of our 
church?  What does that practically look like, if we 
intentionally choose to follow this pattern: BELONG-
BELIEVE-BEHAVE?

4. How was the interaction with the Gentile woman in Matthew 
15, a test? (for the woman, for the disciples, and ultimately, 
for us)  How does the story hold up a mirror for them and us? 
(In other words, how does it reflect the journey of grace that 
we ourselves have experienced?) 

5. Why do you think the combination of faith and desperation 
touch the heart of God?

6. How can we create a place for people within the church, 
regardless of where they are at in faith and sanctification?


