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Against All Odds

Part 4: My God Gets Me

[Matthew 3:13-4:11]
Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But 
John tried to talk him out of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” 
he said, “so why are you coming to me?” But Jesus said, “It should be done, for 
we must carry out all that God requires.” So John agreed to baptize him. After his 
baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.” Then 
Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. 
For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. During that 
time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones 
to become loaves of bread.” But Jesus told him, “IT IS WRITTEN, ‘People do not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” Then 
the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will or-
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der his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you 
won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’ ” Jesus responded, “IT IS WRITTEN, ‘You 
must not test the LORD your God.’ ” Next the devil took him to the peak of a very 
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I 
will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out of 
here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “FOR IT IS WRITTEN, ‘You must worship the 
LORD your God and serve only him.’ ” Then the devil went away, and angels 
came and took care of Jesus.

God has not given the devil permission to read your thoughts, 
so knowing is not as effective as speaking it out over your life 

situations.

[Hebrews 4:14-16, NLT]
So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours under-
stand our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not 
sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will re-
ceive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

Jesus willingly embraced His humanity so that we could see 
how to have victory in the face of temptation.

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. Have you ever been given bad advice? If so, how did you 
figure out it was bad advice? What were the results and how 
long did it take to recuperate from the consequences?

2. What are some things that we are missing, when we do not 
actively read the Word of God? What are some things gained 
by consistency in the Bible?

3. What does it practically look like to "be a new creation in 
Christ?"



4. How does knowing God's Word affect the doctrine we live 
by? How did we see that in Jesus' life?

5. Who are some godly people that guide your decisions? What 
are factors that make them role models to you? (i.e. victory 
over past battles, families that serve God, personal standards 
modeled after Scripture, etc.)

6. What does verbalizing God's Word release for you and those 
around you? How is it like bringing your weapon out to the 
"battlefield?" ("lock and load your Word as ammunition; 
don't just leave it at home or think about it") How does it help 
us overcome temptation? READ IT-HIDE IT-SPEAK IT.


