Pastor Tim Bittle
1 CORINTHIANS
Part 5: Fix the Mix
USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE
We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion.
This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of
your group. For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one
session together.
While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend
more time laughing than answering the questions.

In an oversexualized culture, we need to call those who believe
to a biblical standard of living. When we see something outside
of God's standard, we have to quickly address it, so that
unbelievers can see the purity of a redeemed lifestyle.
[1 Corinthians 5.1-2, NLT]
I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on
among you—something that even pagans don’t do. I am told that a
man in your church is living in sin with his stepmother. You are so
proud of yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow and
shame. And you should remove this man from your fellowship.

[1 Corinthians 5, NLT]
I can hardly believe the report about the sexual immorality going on
among you—something that even pagans don’t do. I am told that a
man in your church is living in sin with his stepmother. You are so
proud of yourselves, but you should be mourning in sorrow and
shame. And you should remove this man from your fellowship. Even
though I am not with you in person, I am with you in the Spirit. And as
though I were there, I have already passed judgment on this man in
the name of the Lord Jesus. You must call a meeting of the church. I
will be present with you in spirit, and so will the power of our Lord
Jesus. Then you must throw this man out and hand him over to Satan
so that his sinful nature will be destroyed and he himself will be saved
on the day the Lord returns. Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t
you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that spreads through the
whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old “yeast” by removing this
wicked person from among you. Then you will be like a fresh batch of
dough made without yeast, which is what you really are. Christ, our
Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed for us. So let us celebrate the
festival, not with the old bread of wickedness and evil, but with the
new bread of sincerity and truth. When I wrote to you before, I told
you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. But I
wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are
greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave
this world to avoid people like that. I meant that you are not to
associate with anyone who claims to be a believer yet indulges in
sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a
drunkard, or cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people. It isn’t
my responsibility to judge outsiders, but it certainly is your
responsibility to judge those inside the church who are sinning. God
will judge those on the outside; but as the Scriptures say, “You must
remove the evil person from among you.”
There is a tension between tolerance and righteousness, which
strengthens how we love each other and display the gospel.

[1 Corinthians 5.6-7, NLT]
Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is
like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough? Get
rid of the old “yeast” by removing this wicked person from among you.
Then you will be like a fresh batch of dough made without yeast,
which is what you really are. Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been
sacrificed for us.
Love says, "I am willing to confront to cause repentance."
Every promise from God has a new prerequisite; God speaks
prophetically over the potential of the church.
[2 Timothy 2.20-21, NLT]
In a wealthy home some utensils are made of gold and silver, and
some are made of wood and clay. The expensive utensils are used
for special occasions, and the cheap ones are for everyday use. If
you keep yourself pure, you will be a special utensil for honorable
use. Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for the Master to use
you for every good work.
The promise is attached to our purity. Have a "zero tolerance
policy" when it comes to the mixture.
Let's not expect God to accept "mostly pure" vessels to pour
out revival into.
How to Fix the Mix:
1. Pursue Purity Personally
2. Promote Purity Publicly (Corporately)
3. Pray for Purity Persistently

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What is the value in discipline? How do you find the balance
between tolerance and righteousness? What does loving
confrontation look like?
2. In verses 6-7, there is an analogy of dough and yeast. How
does this "little yeast" affect the whole batch? What can that
look like in the church?
3. How does getting rid of the old mixture (the impure) make
way for the new? What are some of the "If-s" attached to the
personal promises of God in your life?
4. What are some practical ways that we can be responsible to
being the beautiful example of the bride of Christ? (The
actions of one can influence the whole.)
5. Which of the three "mix fixes" most directly draws your
attention? What will it look like to apply it this week?

