
Speaker: Pastor Raymond Beaty
"Response to Racism"

[Isaiah 61.1-7]

Racism is not an American problem; it's a human 
race problem. It all falls under the same 

perception: "I am better than you."

ENCOUNTER

[John 4.1-6]

1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard 
that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than 
John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his 
disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. 4 
And he had to pass through Samaria. 5 So he came to a 
town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had 
given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 
more time laughing than answering the questions.



wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the 
well. It was the sixth hour.

ENGAGE

[John 4.7-9]

7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to 
her, "Give me a drink." 8 (For his disciples had gone away 
into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 
him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria?" (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.)

Stop trying to talk to people about things that they 
clearly know. Show them love!

ENCOURAGE

[John 4.25-30]

25 The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." 27 
Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he 
was talking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you 
seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" 28 So the woman 
left her water jar and went away into town and said to the 
people, 29 "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. 
Can this be the Christ?" 30 They went out of the town and 
were coming to him.

Encouraging someone with the hope of what's inside of 
them releases them to put it into action.



FOR GOD'S SAKE JUST BE NICE.

[Psalm 139.13-14]

13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together 
in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows 
it very well.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What are some things that can get in the way of building, or 
maintaining, relationships? How have you seen that in the 
church environment?

2. Why do you think racism is such an increasing concern of 
our society again today? Where have you witnessed that 
recently in the media?

3. What were Jesus' reasons for bringing his disciples to 
Samaria? (hint: ENCOUNTER) When was a time that Jesus 
did something similar for you? What did you have to 
"rethink" that you thought "you knew?"

4. What does it look like to truly engage people? How can it 
change us in the process?

5. Who are some people you know that walk in humility and 
"treat others better than themselves," instead of acting better 
than them? What is the quality of their lives like?

PRAY FOR EACH OTHER TO HAVE GOD ENCOUNTERS, WHERE 
WE CAN ENGAGE AND ENCOURAGE.


