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PHILIPPIANS

Part 1: Your Attitude

Paul did about six years of his active ministry behind bars; he 
did not let anything get in the way of God using him.

[Philippians 1.1-11, NLT]
“This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing to all of 
God’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, including the elders and 
deacons. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and 
peace. Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I 
make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners in 
spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will con-
tinue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus re-
turns. So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a spe-
cial place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, both in my 
imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of the Good News. God 
knows how much I love you and long for you with the tender compassion of 
Christ Jesus. I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will 
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keep on growing in knowledge and understanding. For I want you to understand 
what really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until the day of 
Christ’s return. May you always be filled with the fruit of your salvation—the right-
eous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glo-
ry and praise to God.”

If you don't want to lose, play better!

"If you don't like the way things are, then change them...and if you can't 
change them, then change your attitude."

- Maya Angelou

Attitude:
a. The orientation of your mind.
b. The summation of your thoughts and perspectives that cause you to feel and 

behave in a certain manner.

Attitude is the librarian of your past, the speaker of your present, and the 
prophet of your future.

[Philippians 1:30]
We are in this struggle together. You have seen my struggle in the past, and you 
know that I am still in the midst of it.

[1 Corinthians 4:13]
I believed therefore I have spoken. Since we have that same spirit of faith, we 
also believe and therefore speak.

Three Areas of Attitude that Paul Reveals
Attitude #1

I will be confident in God's ability to finish what He started in me.

[Philippians 1:6, AMP]

I am convinced and confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 
good work in you will [continue to] perfect and complete it until the day of Christ 
Jesus [the time of His return].



Attitude #2
I will not waste this season.

[Philippians 1:12-14]
And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has 
happened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. For everyone 
here, including the whole palace guard, knows that I am in chains because of 
Christ. And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained 
confidence and boldly speak God's message without fear.

Seasons are temporary. There is no better day than right now to walk out 
the call of God in your life.

Attitude #3
I will speak boldly and often about what God is going to do.

Don't be robbed by the thief called complaint.

[Philippians 1:20-22, 24-26]
For I fully expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue 
to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the past.  And I trust that my life will 
bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. For to me, living means living for 
Christ, and dying is even better. But if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. 
But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. Knowing this, I am con-
vinced that I will remain alive so I can continue to help all of you grow and ex-
perience the joy of your faith. And when I come to you again, you will have 
even more reason to take pride in Christ Jesus because of what he is doing 
through me.



Paul's Prison Declarations

This will lead to my deliverance.

I have all I need--and more! I am generously supplied.

This same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs.

None of these things shall move me...

And I have confidence from the Lord that I myself will come to see 
you soon.

I will continue to be bold for Christ, and my life will bring honor to Him.

I know in whom I have believed and that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto Him until that day. 

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. What do you think about the statement that "attitude is  
everything?" In your life, what are you in the middle of?

2. How do many of us get stuck in our journey of faith and from 
being used by God to fullest potential? 

3. When you realize that the difference-maker is you, what     
responses and decisions need to be made for change? 
("What you do in the middle, determines outcome.") (how 
you pray, give, etc.)

4. Like Paul with his prison guards, who is your "captive       
audience" right now? (In other words, what, or who, are you 
"chained to?") What practical things can you do this week to 
"not waste this season?"

5. How does feeding on the Word of God change your attitude? 
What is a good meter of whether you are improving?


