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ADVENT

Part 1: Wait in Hope

Advent is "a waiting for" and "anticipating of" the One who will 
save you. In the first advent, people longed for the Messiah to 
physically come to earth to live and dwell among us. As Christ 

followers today, we are awaiting the One who will come again at 
the perfect moment, at the perfect season.

"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who orderest all things mightily; 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 
more time laughing than answering the questions.



To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go.
Refrain
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free  
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory over the grave.
Refrain
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer  
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain
O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery.
Refrain
O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times once gave the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Refrain
O come, Thou Root of Jesse’s tree, 
An ensign of Thy people be; 
Before Thee rulers silent fall; 
All peoples on Thy mercy call.
Refrain
O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,  
And be Thyself our King of Peace.
Refrain



[Isaiah 60.2]

See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the 
peoples, but the LORD rises upon you an his glory appears over you.

[Luke 2.25-32]

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was 
righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to 
come and rescue Israel and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had 
seen the Lord's Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple 
courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying: "Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in 
peace, as you have promised. For in my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel."

[Micah 5.2]
(written over 700 years before Christ's birth)

But you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from everlasting.

[Isaiah 7.14]
(written over 700 years before Christ's birth)

Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 
(God is with us)

[Zechariah 12.10]
(written 540 years before Jesus was crucified)



Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the family of David 
and on the people of Jerusalem. They will look on me whom they 
have pierced and mourn for him as for an only son.

[Psalm 22]
(written over 1,000 years before Jesus was crucified)

"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"...they pierce my 
hands and my feet. They divide me clothes among them and cast lots 
for my garment."

[Malachi 3.1]
(435 years before Jesus was dedicated in Luke 2)

"Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
before me. Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his 
Temple. The messenger of the covenant, whom you look for so 
eagerly, is surely coming," says the LORD of Heaven's armies.

[Galatians 4.4]

But when the fullness of time (the right time) had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman.

How to Actively Wait (like Simeon):

1. Trust God's timing
2. Wait in hope = hope is based in reality, not fantasy!

[Psalm 25.3, AMP]

No one who hopes in you, waits patiently for you and looks to you will 
ever be put to shame or disappointed.

3. Wait on the One who always keeps His Word



[Hebrews 10.23]

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God 
can be trusted to keep his promise.

4. Receive His strength while you wait

[Isaiah 40.31, AMP]

But those who wait for the Lord [who expect, look for, and hope in 
Him] shall change and renew their strength and power; they shall 
lift their wings and mount up [close to God] as eagles; they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• What do you think life was like around 1 BC, or just before 
Christ was born? (The time of Herod the Great)  What did that 
context mean for those who were waiting expectantly for the 
Savior's arrival?

• What can we learn from Simeon about waiting in hope? What 
are some things you are waiting on God for? How do you hold 
tightly to the prophetic promises of God?

• When was a time that you had to wait in hope for God to fulfill 
his promises? How did it build your faith us? What are some 
ways that you have experienced God keeping His promises to 
you or your family?

• How do you display God's grace well in the waiting?


