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Part 2: The Fulfillment

The entrance of Jesus into your world, into your life, and into 
your situation marks that joy has come. Even when our 

circumstances seem dim, His light shines!

[Micah 7.7]

But as for me, I will watch expectantly for the Lord; I will wait for the 
God of my salvation and my God will hear me.

[John 14.3]

I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also.

Christ's coming is not fantasy; it is a living hope based in the 
reality of God's Word. We wait in hope for Him.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 
more time laughing than answering the questions.



[1 Thessalonians 4.16-18]

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.

[1 Peter 1.3-5]

Let us thank the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It  was 
through His loving-kindness that we were born again to a new life and 
have a hope that never dies. This hope is ours because Jesus was 
raised from the dead. We will receive the great things that we have 
been promised. They are being kept safe in heaven for us. They are 
pure and will not pass away. They will never be lost. You are being 
kept by the power of God because you put your trust in Him and you 
will be saved from the punishment of sin at the end of the world.

[Luke 1.1-4]

Many people have set out to write accounts about the events that 
have been fulfilled among us. They used the eyewitness reports 
circulating among us from the early disciples. Having carefully 
investigated everything from the beginning, I also have decided to 
write a careful account for you, most honorable Theophilus, so you 
can be certain of the truth of everything you were taught.
 
[Luke 1.5-7]

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named 
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife 
Elizabeth was also a descendent of Aaron. Both of them were 
righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commands and 
decrees blamelessly. But they were childless because Elizabeth was 
not able to conceive, and they were both very old.



[Luke 1.8-10]

So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order 
of his division, according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to 
burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And the 
whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of 
incense.

When God shows up, barrenness is broken, shame is taken 
away, and waiting is rewarded.

[Luke 1.11-14]

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side 
of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and 
was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you are to call him John. He will be a joy and delight 
to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth.

[Luke 1.18]

Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old 
man and my wife is well along in years."

[Luke 1.18, MSG]

Zechariah said to the angel, "Do you expect me to believe this? I'm 
an old man and my wife is an old woman."

[Luke 1.19-20]

The Angel said to him, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, 
and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 
And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true 
at their appointed time."



[Luke 1.21-23]

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering 
why he stayed so long in the temple. When he came out, he could not 
speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for 
he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. When 
his time of service was completed, he returned home.

[Luke 1.24-25]

After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months 
remained in seclusion. "The Lord has done this for me," she said. "In 
these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace 
among the people."

[John 15.5]

I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me (abide = 
to stay in a given place and relationship with expectancy) and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

[Luke 1.25]

"The Lord has done this for me," she said. "In these days he has 
shown his favor and taken away my disgrace."

[Psalm 25.3, AMP]

No one who hopes in you, waits patiently for you and looks to you will 
ever be disappointed or put to shame.

[Hebrews 11.6]

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him.



All I need is enough faith to keep showing up!
- Show up in the Word ("Walking in all the commandments of the 

Lord")
- Show up at the cross ("And they were both righteous before god") 
- Show up at the House ("So it was, that while he was serving God 

in the temple")

[Psalm 27.13-14]

I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the 
goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait on the Lord; be 
of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on 
the LORD!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How can being part of a reality bigger than us shape our 
identities and how we live?

2. What is something that you are waiting for God to do or 
somewhere specific for him to appear in your life?

3. What is so significant about the "space between," the time in-
between promise and fulfillment?  What was God reminding 
us today and encouraging us about?  What wonders can 
happen in the waiting?

4. Why is it so easy for us to talk our way out of God's ability to 
work in our lives, when we're looking at a situation that 
overwhelms us?

5. Do you have anyone in your life that lives by the expectations 
of religion versus relationship?  How does that hinder his or 
her personal relationships with people?

6. When was a time that God lifted a burden or heaviness from 
your season of life? What factors pushed you to keep 
showing up (in His Word, to the Cross, or in the House)?


