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Against All Odds

Part 1

CULTURE:
The accumulation of beliefs, values, customs and influences that shape and define a 

society.

[Matthew 5:13-16 ]
 “Let me tell you why you are here. You’re here to be salt-seasoning that brings 
out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste 
godliness? You’ve lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. “Here’s 
another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the 
world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with this, as public as a 
city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you 
under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you 
there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with 
your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, 
this generous Father in heaven.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 



[Deuteronomy 12:30-31]

Do not fall into the trap of following their customs and worshiping their gods. 
Do not inquire about their gods, saying, ‘How do these nations worship their 
gods? So we can follow their example.’ 

[2 Corinthians 6:17-18]

 “Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, 
    and I will receive you.”18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my 
sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”

“Insofar as the church is conformed to the world, and the two communities 
appear to the onlooker to be merely two versions of the same thing, the church is 
contradicting its true identity. No comment could be more harmful to the Christian 
than the words, ‘But you are no different from anybody else.’- John Stott 

[Romans 12:1-2]

 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

[Romans 12:2a (Phillips)]

“Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold, but let God re-
mold your minds from within”

[Romans 12:2b]

...but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.

[1 Peter 2:9-12 Message] 
But you are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high calling of priestly work, 
chosen to be a holy people, God’s instruments to do his work and speak out for 
him, to tell others of the night-and-day difference he made for you—from nothing 
to something, from rejected to accepted.11-12 Friends, this world is not your home, 



so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge your ego at the expense of 
your soul. Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will 
refute their prejudices. Then they’ll be won over to God’s side and be there to join 
in the celebration when he arrives.

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. What are some odds you are standing against?
2. Can you share some odds that have changed over the course 

of your life?
3. How are you being the salt and light to the world?
4. Are you being moved and swayed by our culture or are you 

moving and swaying your culture? 
5. What can you do today, this week to turn the tide and 

influence your culture?
6. Pray over each other that we will be transformed from the 

inside out that we will impact our culture for the Kingdom of 
God. 


