
Speaker: Pastor Dave Patterson
Against All Odds

Part 2: Changing The Conversations

CULTURE: The accumulation of beliefs, values, customs and influences that shape 
and define a society.

[Romans 12:2, Phillips + NLT]
 "Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold, but let God re-
mold your minds from within"...let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which 
is good and pleasing and perfect.

[Proverbs 10:18]

Whoever spreads slander is a fool.

[Matthew 19:4-6]

"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them 
male and female,' and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some discussion 
questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of your 
group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one session to-
gether.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to pound 
through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true friendships, so 
knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend more time laughing than 
answering the questions.



mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are 
no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate."

The Odds Against Spiritual Growth

- The average Christian prays 3 minutes per day.

- The average pastor prays less than 10 minutes per day.

[Luke 18:1, The Message]

Then Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray 
consistently and never quit.

[1 Thessalonians 5:16-18]

Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this 
is God's will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

[Philippians 4:6-7]

Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what 
you need, and thank Him for all He has done. Then you will experience God's 
peace, which exceeds anything we can understand.

[Acts 2:46-47, NLT]

They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's 
Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity--

[Acts 6:4]

But we will continue to devote ourselves steadfastly to prayer and the ministry of 
the Word.



1. Prayer aligns the human heart with the mind of God. (Prayer changes our 
perspective.)

[Colossians 1:9-10]

So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We 
ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. Then the way you live will always honor and 
please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the 
while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better.

2. Prayer shifts the culture / Changes the course of a nation.

[Ezekiel 22:30]
"I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand be-
fore me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I 
found no one. Therefore I will pour out my wrath..."

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. What are some issues that have divided people over the 
course of history? How have they shaped the society we 
know today?

2. Why is it important to talk about significant cultural issues 
as Christians?

3. How does consistent and persistent prayer align us with 
both His will and His heart for people?

4. Knowing that entertainment, social media, and mainstream 
news "fight for our conversation time," what can we do to 
displace those perspectives and shift the culture?  How can 
we limit those influences in our personal lives?  How can we 
make more room for the Holy Spirit to speak to us?

5. In what ways can we love and welcome everyone, yet without 
compromising an accurate interpretation of God's Word? 
How did see Jesus live this out? 


