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Against All Odds

Part 6 Living Large

[Proverbs 11:24-26  - MSG]
The world of the generous gets larger and larger; the world of the 
stingy gets smaller and smaller. The one who blesses others is 
abundantly blessed; those who help others are helped.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 

Culture
 The accumulation of beliefs, values, customs and influences that 

shape and define a society. 



[I Kings 17:8-16]
8 Then the LORD said to Elijah, 9 “Go and live in the village of 
Zarephath, near the city of Sidon. I have instructed a widow there to 
feed you.” 10 So he went to Zarephath. As he arrived at the gates of 
the village, he saw a widow gathering sticks, and he asked her, 
“Would you please bring me a little water in a cup?” 11 As she was 
going to get it, he called to her, “Bring me a bite of bread, too.” 12 But 
she said, “I swear by the LORD your God that I don’t have a single 
piece of bread in the house. And I have only a handful of flour left in 
the jar and a little cooking oil in the bottom of the jug. I was just 
gathering a few sticks to cook this last meal, and then my son and I 
will die.” 13 But Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid! Go ahead and do 
just what you’ve said, but make a little bread for me first. Then use 
what’s left to prepare a meal for yourself and your son. 14 For this is 
what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: There will always be flour and 
olive oil left in your containers until the time when the LORD sends 
rain and the crops grow again!” 15 So she did as Elijah said, and she 
and Elijah and her family continued to eat for many days. 16 There 
was always enough flour and olive oil left in the containers, just as the 
LORD had promised through Elijah.

1. Biblical giving requires faith, not extra money

2. God makes his appeal through people

[Proverbs 19:17]
If you help the poor, you are lending to the LORD—and he will repay 
you!

3. Miraculous provision, or God’s resources are on the other 
side of obedience 

a. Make a decision to give God the first and the best 

[Proverbs 3:9-10]



 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your 
income; ...then shall your storage places be filled with plenty, and 
your vats shall be overflowing with new wine. then 

b. Make a plan to support your local church 

[1 Corinthians 16:2]
On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of 
the money you have earned. Don’t wait until I get there and then try 
to collect it all at once. 

c. Make a sacrifice to provide for the poor

[2 Corinthians 8:2-3]
 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they 
gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own,

[2 Corinthians 9:8-9]
 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always 
have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 
9 As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the 
poor.”

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. Why do you think those who earn less income have a greater 
interest in giving?

2. What are the challenges you have face when it comes to 
being generous?

3.  Share a story about the blessings you have seen through 
your generosity.



4. Did anyone in your group sponsor a child? If so what was 
their name? Spend some time praying over them and ask 
God to bless them and their family. 

5. As a group maybe you could all come together and sponsor a 
child together.

6. As the church performs in generosity the way God intended 
we can take responsibility for the poor in our community and 
the communities abroad. What are some other ways the 
church can impact a region through its generosity?

7. Pray for each other and our church that we would be an 
accurate reflection of a healthy life giving generous church.


