
Speaker: Pastor Hilary Harris
Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People?  

(John 9:1-3 NLT) 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 
“Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because 
of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” “It was not because of his sins or his 
parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be 
seen in him.

(Romans 8:18 NIV) 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us.

(1 Corinthians 13:9-10, 12 NLT) 
Now our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and even the gift of prophecy 
reveals only part of the whole picture! But when the time of perfection comes, 
these partial things will become useless.
Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we 
will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and 
incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows 
me completely.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 



(Isaiah 53:3-4 NLT) 
He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest 
grief. We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, 
and we did not care. Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows 
that weighed him down...

(John 9:6-7 NLT) 
Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over 
the blind man’s eyes. He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of 
Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So the man went and washed and came back 
seeing!

(1 Peter 1:3-4, 6-7 NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great mercy that 
we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead. Now 
we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an 
inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach 
of change and decay.
So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure 
many trials for a little while. These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is 
being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious 
than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will 
bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world.

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. Why do bad things happen to good people?
2. How can we walk in "blind obedience" during the struggles of 

life?
3. How can you display your trust in God during the hard 

seasons of life?
4. Why is it so hard to keep our eyes on Christ and not allow 

our thoughts to be consumed with the trial? How do we live 
that out?

5. "We will overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of 
our testimony..." Are you in the "test" or do you have a 
testimony? Let's hear your story and infuse faith and hope to 
those still in the "test".



6. Have you invited your small group to come around you 
during your trial? Go ahead and invite them now. Let's pray 
over each other and ask God to infuse Hope. 


