
Pastor Dave Patterson 
MY STORY

Part 1: Tell Your Story

Your story has the power to change people's lives because it's 
actually God's story and you are in it. #tellyourstory

[Acts 26.1-18, NLT]
“Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You may speak in your defense.” So Paul, gesturing 
with his hand, started his defense: “I am fortunate, King Agrippa, that you are the 
one hearing my defense today against all these accusations made by the Jewish 
leaders, for I know you are an expert on all Jewish customs and controversies. 
Now please listen to me patiently! “As the Jewish leaders are well aware, I was 
given a thorough Jewish training from my earliest childhood among my own peo-
ple and in Jerusalem. If they would admit it, they know that I have been a mem-
ber of the Pharisees, the strictest sect of our religion. Now I am on trial because 
of my hope in the fulfillment of God’s promise made to our ancestors. In fact, that 
is why the twelve tribes of Israel zealously worship God night and day, and they 
share the same hope I have. Yet, Your Majesty, they accuse me for having this 
hope! Why does it seem incredible to any of you that God can raise the dead? “I 
used to believe that I ought to do everything I could to oppose the very name of 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some discussion 
questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of your 
group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one session to-
gether.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to pound 
through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true friendships, so 
knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend more time laughing than 
answering the questions.



Jesus the Nazarene. Indeed, I did just that in Jerusalem. Authorized by the lead-
ing priests, I caused many believers there to be sent to prison. And I cast my vote 
against them when they were condemned to death. Many times I had them pun-
ished in the synagogues to get them to curse Jesus. I was so violently opposed 
to them that I even chased them down in foreign cities. “One day I was on such a 
mission to Damascus, armed with the authority and commission of the leading 
priests. About noon, Your Majesty, as I was on the road, a light from heaven 
brighter than the sun shone down on me and my companions. We all fell down, 
and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecut-
ing me? It is useless for you to fight against my will. ’ “‘Who are you, lord?’ I 
asked. “And the Lord replied, ‘I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Now get 
to your feet! For I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and wit-
ness. Tell people that you have seen me, and tell them what I will show you in the 
future. And I will rescue you from both your own people and the Gentiles. Yes, I 
am sending you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, so they may turn from dark-
ness to light and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgive-
ness for their sins and be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart 
by faith in me.’”

You're writing your story right now.

Three Acts of Paul's Story
Act 1: The Setup of his Misplaced Life
Act 2: The Diving Encounter
Act 3: The Commissiomimg

[Acts 1.8, NLT]
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will 
be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere--in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

[Revelation 12.10-11]
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the ac-
cuser of our brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and 
night, has been hurled down. They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to 
shrink from death.



HOMEWORK
Write it.
Rehearse it.
Release it.

The struggle for your confession is real.

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. When your life is over, what story will your friends, kids, and 
grandchildren tell about you? What would you like them to 
say about you?

2. Has anyone ran in to some one famous?
3. How does life change come when you experience someone 

else's story? Who are some folks in your sphere that need to 
hear your story, and why?

4. Why is it weird when a villain becomes the hero in a story? 
How do Moses' and Paul's stories show this? What was the 
fruit of their redemption?

5. What does it look like to be a "witness?" To be a "martyr?"
6. How does sharing your story bring victory and healing from 

your brokenness? In our stories, why do we need to agree 
with what God is doing and not the lies of the enemy?


