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MY STORY

Part 3: The Redemptive Story

Your story has the power to change people's lives because it's 
actually God's story and you are in it. #tellyourstory

WRITE IT. REHEARSE IT. RELEASE IT.

[Acts 13:22]
David, a man about whom God said: "I have found David, a man after my own 
heart, he will do everything I want him to."

God wants us each to be a trophy of His grace, no matter what 
your story is.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some discussion 
questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of your 
group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one session to-
gether.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to pound 
through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true friendships, so 
knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend more time laughing than 
answering the questions.



[Acts 13:36]
For after David had done the will of God in his own generation...he died.

[Psalm 78]

O my people, listen to my instructions. Open your ears to what I am saying, I will 
teach you hidden lessons from our past--stories we have heard and known, sto-
ries our ancestors handed down to us. We will not hide these truths from our 
children; we will tell the next generation about the glorious deeds of the LORD, 
for He commanded our ancestors to teach them to their children, so the next 
generation might know them--even the children not yet born--and they in turn will 
teach their own children.

[Psalm 78:7]

So each generation can set their hope anew on God, not forgetting his glori-
ous miracles and obeying his commands.

Elements of the Redemptive Story

1. Talk about the ugly stuff (don't omit the pain and failure)

[2 Samuel 11:2-4]

Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and was walking 
on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of 
unusual beauty taking a bath. He sent someone to find out who se was...Then 
David sent messengers to get her; and when she came to the palace, he slept 
with her.

[2 Samuel 11:5]

Before long she realized she was pregnant and sent word to David: "I'm preg-
nant."

People are not that interested in what God has brought you to 
until they know what He has brought you from. #tellyourstory



2. Share the lessons learned

[Psalm 78:2]

I will teach you hidden lessons from our past...We will not hide these truths 
from our children.

In God, no tragedy is wasted.

[1 Corinthians 10:1,5-6, 11]

I don't want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in the 
wilderness long ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of 
them...For they drank from the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and that 
rock was Christ. Yet God was not pleased with most of them, and their bodies 
were scattered in the wilderness. These things happened as a warning to us, so 
that we would not crave evil things as they did...These things happened to 
them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live at the 
end of the age.

3. Lead them to redemptive hope

You only understand grace by being graced, the entirety of the 
Gospel boils down to this one word--Grace.

Phillip Yancey

[Jeremiah 33:17]

For this is what the LORD says: David will have a descendant sitting on the 
throne of Israel forever.

Be a believer that tells the whole story.



DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. When was a time that you built an opinion around a partial 
story? What changed when you heard the whole story?

2. What motivates people to put on a front, or facade? Why do  
even Christ followers hide things from those around them?

3. Have you, or someone you know, ever set up something as a 
"rock of remembrance" (or emblem of a specific memory)? 
What was the significance?

4. How do the "ugly" parts of our stories ignite hope in others 
for redemption?

5. What have you walked through in your life that you can use 
to encourage people in a lesson learned?

6. Why is it that becoming a believer doesn't ensure "happily 
ever after?" How does "kingdom ever after" (that is, after our 
days on earth) better portray the promise of God for us?

7. What does David's life say to you and me about the grace 
and redemption of God?


