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When God made man he used dirt, we are a messy creation.

[Genesis 2:7]
God formed Man out of dirt from the ground and blew into his nostrils the breath 
of life. The Man became a living soul!

[Isaiah 61:1-4]
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 
despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the 
display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the 
places long devastated;

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some discussion 
questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of your 
group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one session to-
gether.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to pound 
through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true friendships, so 
knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend more time laughing than 
answering the questions.



[Mark 2:13-17] 
 Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the crowds that were 
coming to him. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus (Matthew) 
sitting at his tax collector’s booth. Jesus said to him “Follow me and be my disci-
ple”. So Levi got up and followed him. 15 Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disci-
ples to his home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and other dis-
reputable sinners.  There were many people of this kind among Jesus’ followers. 
16 But when the teachers of religious law who were Pharisees saw him eating 
with tax collectors and other sinners, they asked his disciples, “Why does he eat 
with such scum?” 17 When Jesus heard this, he told them, “ It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call those who think they are 
righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”

1. We will run toward, not away from the messes 
2. We will never underestimate what God can do with a “broken vessel”
3. We will operate in the anointing

Anointing:
a. Divine enablement to do what's God has called you to do.
b. God's power upon you to do what you cannot do on your own!

[Luke 4:18] 
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to....”

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. Has everyone had a chance to share their story with the 
group? If not spend some time encouraging each other 
through your stories.

2. Who is the church looking for, pre-churched, self-disciplined, 
righteous people or broken, hurting, messy people? How can 
we make a place for the messy lives God is going to send to 
our church?

3. According to Mark 2:15 there were many sinner that hung out 
with Jesus. How can we become believers that the outcasts 
want to be with?

4. Do you have some people in your life who aren't followers of 
Christ but know you are? How can we begin the conversation 
about Christ with them through your story?



5. What is the "anointing"? Is there evidence in your life of the 
anointing? Give us an example of the anointing working n 
you.

6. What area are you walking in victory and anointing that you 
can reach out to those struggling in the same area?

7. Close your time by praying for the lost people in your sphere 
of influence by name.


