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"Upgrade" Pt2

This time it's different

[2 Corinthians 3: 18 (Voice)]
Now all of us are being transformed, (upgraded), into His same image from one 
degree of glory to another, just as the Spirit of the Lord accomplishes it.

UPGRADE = Making lasting changes that will enable us to live up to our God-
given potential.

Four areas of life that keep us from an "upgrade".

a. Our choices = unwillingness to make the necessary changes 

[Deuteronomy 30:19] 
 “Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between 
blessings and curses. ... Oh, that you would choose life” 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 



[Deuteronomy 11:13-14 (NIV)]
So if you will faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the 
LORD your God and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul— 
14 then I will send rain on your land ...I will provide grass in the fields for your 
cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied...

b. The pain and decay of a broken planet  

(Sickness, disease, violence, crime and evil that has effected our lives – this 
would include messed up people. )

c.  Spiritual resistance 

[1 Thessalonians 2:18]
We wanted very much to come to you, and I, Paul, tried again and again, but 
Satan prevented us. 

d. “It is not my time” 

[Hebrews 6:15]
And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised.

[1 Kings 19:19 -21]
19 So Elijah went and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were 
twelve teams of oxen in the field, and Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. 
Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak across his shoulders and then walked 
away. 20 Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and said to him, “First 
let me go and kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!” 
Elijah replied, “Go on back, but think about what I have done to you." 21 So Elisha 
returned to his oxen and slaughtered them. He used the wood from the plow to 
build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat to the townspeople, 
and they all ate. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant.

Initiating the upgrade: 

1. Realize that lasting change starts with God's desire for me

[Philippians 2:13]



For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 
purpose.

[Ephesians 1:4 (voice)]
 God chose us to be in a relationship with Him even before He laid out plans for 
this world; He wanted us to live holy lives characterized by love, free from sin, 
and blameless before Him. 

2. Recognize and respond to the invitation

When Elijah threw the mantle or cloak over Elisha’s shoulder.. it was a significant 
invitation.... 

[John 6:44] 
“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them”

3. Respond with a sense of urgency; recognizing that opportunity has a 
window

“Elisha left the oxen standing there and ran after Elijah”  (vs. 20)

4. Eliminate the option of retreat.

“When you are convinced that God has invited you up, Act 
decisively in spite of fear and uncertainty!” 

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. In your walk with God has there been seasons where you felt 
stuck? Have you moved forward since then or do you still 
feel stuck? Which of the following do you think have played a 
role in you being stuck:
1. Our choices = Unwillingness to make the necessary 

changes.
2. The pain and decay of a broken planet.



3. Spiritual resistance.
4. It is not your time.

2. How do we recognize which area (Me, Broken Planet, Satan, 
God) is the cause of our delay?

3. What is Gods desire for you, concerning your future in Him?
4. How do you know when God is calling you to an upgrade?

How can you position yourself to hear the call?
5. Have you missed the call to an upgrade In the past? Can you 

describe why you missed it?
6. What area of your life do you need to remove the option to 

retreat?


