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Know What Love Is

Assurance of Salvation

[1 John 5:13 (AMP)]
I write this to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 
know [with settled and absolute knowledge] that you have life, yes, eternal life.

[1 John 2:3]
And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments.

Know:
ginoskomen = to know experientially, to know intimately through experience.
oida = to know conceptually, a mental library of knowledge.

[2 Peter 1:5-10]
In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement 
your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence 
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient 
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone. The more you grow like 
this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord 

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 



Jesus Christ. But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, 
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins. So, dear brothers and 
sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called and 
chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.

Evidence of a true believer (assurance of salvation)

1. I will become a doer of the Word
• [James 1:22-23]

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like 
glancing at your face in a mirror.

• [1 John 2:3-5]
And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. If 
someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that 
person is a liar and is not living in the truth. But those who obey God’s word truly 
show how completely they love him. That is how we know we are living in him.

• [Matthew 7:21-28]
“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. On 
judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and 
cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ But I 
will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’ 
“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who 
builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the 
floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because 
it is built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is 
foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods 
come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.” 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching,

2. I will become a lover of Gods people

• [1 John 2:7-9]
Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment for you; rather it is an old one 
you have had from the very beginning. This old commandment—to love one 
another—is the same message you heard before. Yet it is also new. Jesus lived 
the truth of this commandment, and you also are living it. For the darkness is 
disappearing, and the true light is already shining. If anyone claims, “I am living in 
the light,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is still living in darkness.



• [1 John 3:14]
If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it proves that we have 
passed from death to life. But a person who has no love is still dead.

• [1 John 4:20-21]
If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for 
if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 
And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their 
fellow believers.

• [1 John 2:6]
Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

3. I will have the witness of the Holy Spirit

• [1 John 3:24]
Those who obey God’s commandments remain in fellowship with him, and he 
with them. And we know he lives in us because the Spirit he gave us lives in us.

• [1 John 5:10]
All who believe in the Son of God know in their hearts that this testimony is true. 
Those who don’t believe this are actually calling God a liar because they don’t 
believe what God has testified about his Son.

[1 John 2:10 (CEB)]
The person loving a brother and sister stays in the light, and there is nothing in 
the light that causes a person to stumble.

 
DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. What is the most important question you have been asked in 
your life?

2. Do you really know that you are a real Christian?
3. If you were arrested for being a Christian would there be 

enough evidence to convict you? Just ponder that no need 
for a response. 

4. Discuss some differences between having knowledge about 
God and having a relationship with God

5. Discuss what it looks like to be a doer of the Word. How do 
we flow in this, how do we get to the point where our life 
reflects His Word?



6. When it comes to loving ALL of Gods people what are the 
biggest challenges to this? In light of what Christ has done 
for us on the cross what is an accurate response to those 
around us?

7. If the Holy Spirit is a witness to your salvation then let's stir 
up that witness. Go around the room and begin to declare 
who you are in Christ, celebrate the God who has taken 
residence in your spirit and let the room be filled with the joy 
of the Lord as the Spirit bares witness to your testimony. 
Celebrate each other's stories. 


