
Guest Speaker: Pastor Dave Patterson
Know What Love Is Week 5
"Breathe In - Breathe Out"

[1 John 4:7-8]
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. 
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God.8 But anyone who does not 
love does not know God for God is love.

[Revelation 2:2-4]
 “Write this letter to the church in Ephesus... 
2 “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your patient 
endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims 
of those who say they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are 
liars. 3 You have patiently suffered for me without quitting.
4 “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you 
did at first! 
 Think about where you have fallen from, and then turn back and do as you did at 
first.

USING THIS SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE

We have provided all the Scriptures referenced in the sermon and some 
discussion questions for you to use to facilitate a discussion. 

This Sermon Discussion Guide is only a tool to aid you in meeting the needs of 
your group.  For most groups, there are too many questions to answer in one 
session together.  

While the questions are important, remember your small group’s goal is not to 
pound through the questions but to create an atmosphere that will foster true 
friendships, so knock yourself out with the discussion questions but spend 



[1 John 3:1]
 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! 

I.
1. Continually Receive the Love of the Father  (“Great love the Father has 

lavished” )

2. Recognize who we are in Christ and live in our new identity 

 “The Gospel of Grace is the only belief system or way to God that has 
everything to do with what has been done for us,  not what we have done or 

could possibly do in order to please God”

[1 John 4:7]
7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. 
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 

[1 John 3:16 & 18]
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

[1 John 4:17-18]
17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on 
the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like 
Jesus here in this world.
18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear.

[1 John 4:10-11]
10This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as a sacrifice to take away our sins.
11 Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each 
other. 

II. 



1.  Islam = works based religion - 

2. Buddhism =  denial of sin or offense against an omnipotent being (there is no 
judgment only karma)

3. Taoism = evolution through enlightenment (no recognition of the sinful 
condition)

4. Universalism = false belief system that denies the claims of Jesus: (“all will be 
saved; all that are seeking God will find him no matter what road they take”)

5. Hinduism = future reality is graded on a moral curve 
(There is no absolute morality, no divine law ,no eternal judgment ) 

6. Judaism = Sin is dealt with and acceptance by God attained through the 
keeping of the law  found in the Old Testament, not by placing faith in Christ and 
the cross.

7. Christian Science = deals with sin and separation from God by renouncing 
their very existence 

THE GOSPEL / Christianity = the acceptance of God’s Grace to forgive sin and 
belong to God because of Jesus finished work on the cross

[1 John 3:1-3]
 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what 
we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure.

III. 

1. A place of permanence and  full acceptance  in His family 

2. A right perspective on our identity in this world 



3. A hope that motivates us to live a life of holiness and purity 

4. Immediate and continual access to the Father 

DISCUSSION THOUGHTS

1. How do we walk in love? How do we love unlovable people?
2. Share a time when you showed love to someone who didn't 

deserve it.
3. 1 John 3:18 ( Dear children, let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and in truth.) What would be an act 
of love that you have received from someone else or what act 
of undeserved love have you received?

4. Have you ever subscribed to any of the false religions listed 
above? What brought you to the gospel of Christ? Aren't you 
glad that Jesus only requires us to accept His Gift of Grace 
and Salvation?

5. What has Gods love provided for you?
6. Close your group giving God glory for His unwavering love 

by sharing the great things he declares about you. 


